Definitions and mechanisms of drug hypersensitivity.
Adverse drug reactions are a difficult problem faced by clinicians in everyday practice. The mechanisms of drug hypersensitivity are not well understood. This is reflected by difficulties in their classification, which is mainly based upon the current knowledge of immunologic and nonimmunologic mechanisms, onset of symptoms (immediate or nonimmediate) and morphology. For the individual patient, the correct diagnosis and classification is important because strict avoidance of the offending drug might be of vital importance. Considerable experience is required to guide management, to interpret results of investigations and to undertake drug challenges. This article summarizes the current knowledge regarding definitions and mechanisms. However, the field of drug hypersensitivity is rapidly expanding. Modern drugs such as biological agents bare hypersensitivity risks that are potentially mediated by, so far, unknown mechanisms.